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_ Rom. I. 28. 


And even as they did not like to re-. 
tain God in their Knowledge, God 
gave them over to a reprobate 
mind, to do thoſe things * are 
not convenient. 


T is ſcarce poſſible to conceive a more 
hideous and ill- favoured repreſentation 
of mankind than what is given us in this 
chapter, which deſcribes a great part of 
the Genti! world, as labouring under a com- 
plication of vices, and utterly diveſted of e- 
ry virtue both Social and Perſonal. --- One 
yould have thought that ſuch a ſeries of bru- 
tal affections could have ſprung from nothing 
le than the dregs of brutal ignorance: Where- 
5 St Paul, as he acquits ſome of the Gentil: 
rom the general charge (c. 2. 15.) as ſheming 
7th (by their good actions no doubt) he 
work of the Law written in their hearts, ſo he 
charges this defection from moral rectitude, 


not to a groſs ſtupidity, but to a neglect or 
| A abuſe 
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abuſe of their underſtandings in matters of 
Religion. He tells us (v. 18.) that they had 
a knowledge of God, tho they held it in un- 
righteouſneſs, (19. ) their minds were amply ſtor. 
ed with natural notices, but they ſpoiled all by 
their perverſe reaſonings or diſputings (v. 21.) 
they in fact commenc'd fools by a ridiculous ae 
Kation of ſeeming wiſe (22.) Whatever eſſays of 
Criticiſm they made (for ſomething of that kind 
is probably implied in the Greek word ideriua- 
oz), the reſult it ſeems, was to ſtifle all concern 
about God and his Providence: As far as fool. 
iſh thinking could do it, they were reſolyd 
to baniſh God out of the World and to re- 
nounce his Dominion. — Wherefore God on 
his part is ſaid to have given them over to a 
reprobate mind, or in the Pfalmiſt's phraſe, to 
have given them up unto their own hearts luſt, 
and let them follow their own inventions, And 
theſe were ſo far from exalting their nature 
to that degree of ideal perfection, which they 
might fondly have imagined, that they fell 
much beneath the ftandard of common virtue, 
the 33 xa%#1*, and at length came to practiſe 
without remorſe what can fcarce be thought 
of without Horror. v. 29, 30 &c. 
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The connection between Irreligion and Im. 
morality; however it may be diſſembled or 
overlooked, is frequently aſſerted in Holy 
Scripture, and it is evidently ſuppoſed in the 
tenor of the Laws of this our Country. 

The H. Scripture in this particular repre- 
ſents Almighty God as an active Govyernour 
of the World, as intereſting himſelf and in- 
terpoſing by particular Providence, as far as 
i conſiſtent with the freedom of Man's na- 
ture, and as reſenting all habitual neglect and 
affront offered to himſelf. 

It might eaſily be ſhewn, that as the doctrine 
of God's concurring with human endeavours 
by ſecret communications of his Grace carries 
nothing in it inconſiſtent with ſober reaſon, 
ſo the ſuppoſition of his withdrawing his Grace 
ſtom ſuch as do deſpite to his Spirit is quite 
zpreeable to that image under which both 
Reaſon and Scripture have repreſented Him 
127, that of a Father affectionately tender of 
the Happineſs of his Children, but jealons of 
tis honour, reſiſting the proud, and caſting 
out the froward and rebellious from any fur- 
ther participation of his Favour. | 

But, not to divert You from the confide- 
ation of a ſubject very important to the wel- 
are of Civil — and directly ſuited to the 


Occa- 


ä S , * * W 
5 75 4 , 3-12 9 IEEE n 
Y - * 
| & n | 


occaſion of the preſent Solemnity, by entring 
into a diſpute concerning the manner in which 
it is effected, I ſhall wave the diſtin conſi- 
deration of divine Grace, and endeavour, 


1. To ſhew that an irreligious diſpoſition is 
naturally productive of Immorality. 


Il. — illuſtrate the truth of the Obſerya- 
tion by Hiſtorical Fact. | 


III, — conclude with ſome practical refle- 
ctions. 1 


I. Now the moral duties here referr'd to 
are thoſe relating to our Neighbour and Our- 
ſelves ;. ſince no doubt can be made but that 
the retaining God in our knowledge is neceſſary 
to the performance of what we owe to Gov. 

_ Firſt, Let us conſider thoſe which relate 
to our Neighbour. And theſe certainly have 
their foundation in the condition and circum- 
ſtances of mankind: We all have a ſenſe of 
pleaſure and pain, happineſs and, miſery: We 
feel within ourſelves the unreaſonableneſs of 

any attempt to deprive us of our happinels, 
and may without difficulty apprehend it to be 
an object equally deſirable in the eyes of 0- 
thers, who are made like ourſelves. This 

5 ſub- 
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ſubſtitution of ourſelves in the place of others 
is, in caſes of this nature, a ſure and certain 
touchſtone of what is juſt and right, and con- 
ſequently ſhould recommend the obſervance 
of it upon the foot of Reaſon, But are we 
really ready to quit our claim to the title of 
reaſonable creatures, whenever we counteract 
ſuch Dictates of Conſcience? or, Do we not 
ſometimes rather pride ourſelves therein as a 
diſplay of greater perfection in the faculty 
elf, and of more skilful dexterity in the uſe 
of it? — A ſecurity we may indeed promiſe 
curſelyes with regard to other men's beha- 
your, that no injury will be done us ſo long 
4 they have no temptation to do it, -— a 
ſeaſon, in which the ſtricteſt regard to what 
b right may be expected from the moſt vil. 
kinous diſpoſition. But what proviſion does 
this afford for the only caſes which want a 
proviſion —— the controlling our affections 
vhen they become inordinate > —— Tis 
Wi! this conflict of jarring intereſts that lies 
de difficulty. Reaſon (I mean the reaſon of 
ech individual) will perſwade — to what? — 
Js ſecure the happineſs of others, if it may 
be done conveniently, but at all hazards to 
ſecure our own. It may be ſaid, the primary, 


he beneficial uſe of Reaſon is to guide our 
þ ; Being 
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Being into what is eaſy and comfortable: Why 
then ſhould it forego, in favour of another, 
the enjoyment of what we want ourſelyes) 
Call it Knavery ] — The Sufferer will call it 

ſo — The Oppreſſor, if it ſucceeds, will glory 
in it as art and policy; the former exclaimg 
againſt it as ſhocking to nature, the latter 
pleaſes himſelf with having done the thing 
that was expedient irkſome indeed to aro- 
ther but advantageous to himſelf. 

With regard to thoſe duties which imme. 
diately concern Ourſelves, the character of a 
virtuous good man, conſcious of the dignity of 
his nature, and inflexibly reſolved to maintain 
it againſt every baſe and ignoble ſuggeſtion 
of appetite, is a picture that cannot fail to 
give us pleaſure in the beholding — it is what 
every man will be apt to wiſh may prove his 
own, and what no man quits his pretenſions 
to but with reluctance. 

But here again, if this ideal pleaſure, that 
we might receive from the contemplation of 
our own virtue be deſtroy'd by a canker of 
Luſt, that gnaws within us, and will not reſt 
ſatisfied without the ſacrifice of this darling 
of our Underſtanding - if the beauty of what 
we ourſelves admire and reverence is overſeen 
or deſpiſed by Others, — Will it not ſeem 3 
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pertinent queſtion, What profit is there in our 
nictue when we go down into the pit? 
Our wiſe Appetites will anſwer, yea, our Un- 
derſtanding will anſwer itſelf, 2 Come on there. 
fire, let us enjoy the good things that are pre- 
ſunt; and let us ſpeedily uſe the creatures like as 
n Touth : Let us fill ourſelves with coſtly wine — 
let us crown ourſelves with roſe buds -— Let 
none of us go without his part of our voluptuouſ. 
wſe; Let us leave tokens of our joyfulneſs in 
wery plate: for this is our portion, and our lot 
i this, — This is the ſaying of the Libertine 
vhich he praiſes in converſation, to this a- 
grees his practice, and to this therefore may 
ls opinions be ſuppoſed to agree. But what 
lth the ſpirit of Religion? Þ Rejorce, O Young: 
nan, and let thine heart chear thee in the days 
7% Youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, 
„ in the fight of thine eyes: But know thou, 
that for all theſe things God will bring thee into 
ſacgment. — How deadly is this remembrance 
to every ſoul of man that doth evil! How bit- 
terly does it pall the moſt exquiſite of ſen- 
ſal pleaſures to be ſtopt with the reflection, 
that We are heaping wp wrath againſt the 1. of 
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Religion, we ſee, repreſents Man in a very 
different view, not only furniſh'd with a rule 
of action, but obliged to obſerve it; It calls him 
to an account for the improvement of thoſe 
talents which he is apt to ſquander ; It leayes 


A him not at liberty to break the Law of hi; 


reaſon and take his chance for the penalty, 
which may ariſe in the natural courſe of things, 
but intimidates his reſolution by aſſuring him, 
that however the way of the wicked may pro- 
ſper for the preſent, in the end it ſhall not 
go unpuniſhed. 

An ungenerous and mean incitement this to 
Virtue | it may be ſaid — But is not the ten- 
dency to Vice and Oppreſlion likewiſe unge- 
nerous in itſelf? And what motive can be 
more effectual to convince the mean ſpirit of 
a lover of pleaſure more than of God, than 
this, which is immediately addreſs'd to his Selt- 
iſhneſs > What ſo likely to ſecure a genuine 
uniform courſe of Obedience, as a regard to 
that Being, which is the ſame to day, yeſter- 
day, and for ever? Not that every re- 
gard will be effetual. — Some Moral:/ts, it 
ſeems, are for admitting God into their 
ſcheme, not in the dull and low notion of 
Rewarder and Avenger; but ſometimes as the 


great Architect, ſometimes as the Baſis w 
clue 


FT 
chief corner - ſtone of this beautiful fabrick 
the World; Nor is any exultation of In 
and Fancy ſpared to glorify him as ſuch. 
the contemplation of Nature, 'tis an —_ 
entertainment to theſe men to obſerve, that 
all it's parts are ſo conſtituted as to ſubſiſt 
upon the deſtruction of each other, As 
nimals prey on Animals and Plants, Man upon 
| All, —— In their ſerious melancholy mood 
of moralizing, their tenderneſs is ſhock'd at 
the thought of murdering a very Vegetable 

- to deſtroy an Animal is ſtill but murder — 
tis Appetite commands the ſtroke ; why then 
ſhould it's dictates be diſputed, if Man be de- 
ſtin d for the victim? — Tis eaſy to ſay why 
they ſhould, upon the principle of allowing a 
particular Providence: But if this be left out 
of the ſcheme, that fanciful affectation of ten- 
derneſs and order in Theory, when men pro- 
ceed to Action, ſwings back into cruelty and 
confuſion in the ſame manner and for the 
lame reaſon that Superſtition does into Pro- 
faneneſs. 
But have we then no ſecurity in the Law 
of Reputation and Natural ] Temper ? -— The 
Opinions of thoſe about us may indeed ſome- 
times teach and enforce what is right; but 
they may likewiſe, and in fact too often do 
B | in- 


paineſs of life does by no means conſiſt in their 
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inculcate a contrary Leſſon. And as to good. 
neſs of Temper, how rarely do we find our. 
ſelves ſo entirely intrench'd hereby, but that 
ſome Evil ſteals upon us inſenſibly from a 
Quarter that we are not aware of? 

A Benevolent man, tis true, has no diſpo- 
ſition to Cruelty and Oppreſſion, but has he 
none for Voluptuouſneſs and Uncleanneſs? 
So long as he injures no man beſides (and 
yet that is far from being always the caſe) he 
thinks himſelf at liberty to do injury to him. 
ſelf and to diſhonour his own body. — Or 
perhaps he finds himſelf proof againſt theſe 
aſſaults from within — But has he no extra- 
vagant thirſt after Riches ? a thirſt not a whit 
leſs unreaſonable, or in fact leſs apt to put 
men upon wrong meaſures, for that the hap- 


abundance. — Or grant that neither the Lf 
of the Fleſl, or the Luſt of the Eye have gain d 
the aſcendant ; But how then do his affections 
ſtand with regard to that world of iniquity, 
which lies in the Pride of Life > — In this re- 
gion we find, what according to ſome favourite 
ſchemes will amply ſupply the want of Reli 
gion, the principle of Honour — a principle, 
which in proportion as it is indiſpoſed to the 


er of God, is always found to be regardleſs if 
Men, 
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Men. — A man of Honour of this kind has 
his view ſtrongly directed towards himſelf and 
his own worth, and 1s thereby prompted to an 
inſolent contempt of all beſides himſelf: He 
will ſcorn to debaſe himſelf by doing a mean 
thing, but yet laugh at the charge of inju- 
tice: Ready we ſhall find him to vindicate the 
cauſe, to advance the intereſt of his Friend; 
but when do we ſee this Hero cautious of 
trampling upon the rights of others, who are 
not his Friends? Where do we find that be- 
nevolence of diſpoſition, upon which he can 
be ſo pathetical when his Friend or his Fa- 
mily is concerned? Where do we find it re- 
lenting at the cries of the Oppreſſed; or 
ock d with the fight of that Deſolation, 
which his victorious rage has ſpread around 
him; or touch'd with the ſenſe of thoſe cruel- 
ties, whereby he prepoſterouſly endeavours to 
riſe to himſelf a monument of Glory? — 
Honour, which we ſo much idolize, is found 
in fact to be little more than fidelity in ob- 
ſerving the terms of a confederacy, which bad 
nen enter into, to aggrandize themſelves at the 
expence of others: And how dangerous it is 
to depend upon this brittle cord of Union, 
may be ſeen in the daily infraction of ſolemn 


Treaties, from the time that Punick Faith ar 
e- 
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became a Proverb, to its now being taken up 
againſt a Neighbouring Nation. The ſubtle 
Politician, who deſpiſes all Religion, at length 
comes to make as little ſcruple of ſacrificing 


Honour in it's turn: He then laughs at the 

ſimplicity of thoſe, who regard the moſt (a- WM dom 
cred Oaths in any other light, than as a breath Ml tred 
that is ſerviceable for a time, but ſoon paſſeth WM like! 
away and cometh not again. -— The ſame ! lie, 
Obſervations are applicable to combinations Ml prof 


of Party-zeal; the entrance into which is too 
often nothing leſs than a ſolemn devoting of 
a man's ſelf to be led captive, to be made 
the engine and tool of thoſe, whom a wile 
man muſt be apt to deſpiſe, and a good one 
abhor, fo 
But, Let Religious conſiderations be al. 
low'd their place, and the charm is diſſolved. 
— The Queſtion occurrs at the very entrance 
upon the ſcheme, How can I do this wickedneſs, 
and ſin againſt God > With what Conſcience 
of Right and Equity, and conſequently with 
what ſecurity againſt the vengeance of a jult 
Governor of the World, can I think of ad- 
vancing my own happineſs by deſerting the 
regular path of honeſt art and induſtry, and 
trampling upon the lives, the liberties, the 


fortunes and reputations of men made like 
my- 
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myſelf, and equally objects of the divine re- 
ard ? 

This thinking upon God, and retaining him 
in our knowledge indeed caſts forth a baleful 
influence upon the ſchemes of Worldly wil⸗ 
dom, and is therefore apt to provoke the ha- 
tred and contempt of many Politicians : It 1s 
© likewiſe too often complain'd of in private 
life, as a dead weight in the road to temporal 
proſperity, and as laying a good man under 
great diſadvantages, when he is to act with 
thoſe that are bad, -— But it ſhould be ob- 
ſerved, that the miſeries of Life, ſo far as they 
are occaſion'd by the relative condu of men 
towards each other, manifeſtly take their riſe 
from a violation of the dictates and maxims 
of Religion : Theſe have made an ample pro- 
nion for the happineſs of men, uniform and 
conſiſtent in all it's parts. And tho a good Citi- 
zen will acknowledge with all thankfulneſs the 
benefit of protection, which he receives from 
the due adminiſtration of Law; yet, with re- 
ſerence be it ſaid, It is not merely Law (for 
what a ſeries of oppreſſion may be carried 
on, what villany, too complicated to be unra- 
yell d by legal proceſs, and of too mix d a na- 
ture to be defined preciſely ?) it is not merely 


Law, but Conſcience, as actuated by a ſenſe 
1 of 
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of God and his Providence, that upholds the 
frame of Social happineſs, and is the ſpring of 
mutual comfort and ſatisfaRtion : Tis this 


alone can keep the mind in a due ſtate of * 
tenderneſs and ſenſibility; Tis this muſt cloath rover 
us a with bowells of mercies, kindneſs, humble. tc. 
neſs of mind, meekneſs, long ſuffering, forbear- Wh 
ance towards each other, forgiveneſs, and charity "Up. 
which is the bond of perfetneſs. Theſe Affections, ala 
and the Acts reſpeQively conſequent there- WF" fn, 
from, are manifeſtly beyond the reach of Ci- by of 
vil Laws and their ſanctions. And to men- ic his 
tion a relation or two, . with which of all others A 
the Domeſtick, that is, the main happineſs "Hy 
of mankind is moſt intimately bound up and "mu 
connected, thoſe of Husband and Wife, Ia WW: 
rent and Child ; When we deſcend ſo low, as "ey 
to eſtimate the completion of our Duty by kt © 
the rule of Civil Laws, and bid our Conſcience Bi. Fer 
take it's acquittal from the Silence or the Sen- WW. 75 
tence of the Judge upon the Bench, How flat puta 
and inſipid muſt be the ſatisfaction, which thoſe BY ra 
relations have a natural tendency to give us? liſtind 
And what a door is open d for bitterneſs, cla. ne dc 
mour, hatred, variance, treachery, diſhonour; hey c 
— for hardneſs of heart, neglect and impro- WW 
1 |  Menpl 
a Col. 3. 12. teouſr 
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idence in the Parent; — for irreverence, dif. 
edience and diſaffection in the Children? 
The ſame obſervations might be extended 
t the other relations of ſocial life, thoſe of 
Governor and Subject, Maſter and Servant 
xc. 

Where is the man but may find his moral 
mproyement in calling off his attention at re- 
lar periods, whether from the earneſtneſs 
f ſtady, the hurry of buſineſs, or the pur- 
tit of pleaſure, in ordersto rectify the biaſs 
bis mind by thinking upon God? u duty 
nore eſpecially incumbent upon Thoſe, whoſe 
bt is caſt in a fairer ground! For, conſidering 
boy much of their behaviour the lower rank 
o mankind muſt neceſſarily borrow from their 
vuperiors, what other effect can Their neg- 
k& of ſacred Inſtitutions have, but to ſtifle. 
u their Inferiors all endeavours to feel after 
000 To imitate their Betters will ſeem but 
reputable; and if from thence they proceed 
v rapine and outrage, Men of fortune and 
litinction muſt blame themſelves for break- 
ng down thoſe fences of moral honeſty ; As 
hey contribute by their example to make men 
lve without God in the world, they muſt not 
complain, if they find them 4420 unto neh- 
eoulneſs and aliye only unto ſin. 
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Tho' Vice and e ſhould ſeem to be 
the laſt things, that a Reaſonable Creature 
ſhould think of claiming by way of Privilege 
Yet, if it once becomes faſhionable to conſider 
them as ſuch, a little obſervation may teac 


us, that the Common people will not eaſily 


. ſubmit to what Genteeler Perſons eſteem :; 
Drudgery : They will be apt to demand at 
leaſt an equal ſhare of ſuch.privilege, tho not 
able to husband their Vices with the diſcre 
tion of wiſer heads. — What infatuation is it 
then in. Irreligious men to be aſſiduous in pro 
pagating the infection of their profaneneſs al 
around them? Do they not hereby deſtro 
the main ſecurity of thoſe means of happineſs 
which they themſelves enjoy, namely, the re 
ligious tye upon the Conſciences of Others : 
eat their own bread with quietneſs, and to be con 
tented in that ſtate, whereunto it hath pleaſed 
God to call them ? — In vain do they flatte 
| themſelves, that it will be in their power te 
fix the limits of that corruption, which the 
have introduced. Popery indeed is a Gulph, 1 
which profaneneſs and impiety may at length 
be found to terminate: But if not, Tis well 
if Politicians do not find themſelyes under the 
neceſlity of introducing ſome equivalent Su 
perſtition, in order to quiet the minds, and 
| a ſtop 
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top the ravages of a People, that has no 
Religion. 

Il. Let us ſuppoſe the foundations of Mo- 
ality, which Religion has laid, to be once 
broken up, and let Hiſtory tell us of the dread- 
ful conſequences. — And here, 

It ought certainly to be admitted as an ar- 
pument of ſome weight, that the Voice of 
our Country (a voice, which our Freethinkers 
ſometimes talk of reverencing like that of 


1 Cob, their only God) that this teaches us 


v impute the commiſſion of ſuch crimes, as 
riocipally occaſion the returns of the preſent 
ſlemnity, to Men's not having the Fear of 
Cod before their Eyes, or, their not retaining 
Him in their knowledge. 

But the reference, which the whole chapter, 
tom which my text is taken, manifeſtly has 
to the ſtate of the Gentile World, m 
res our view to that Quarter. 

We may be ask d then, is the a 
leſeription, which follows the words of my 
text, really applicable to that wiſe, polite, 
and underſtanding people, the Romans, whoſe 
Virtues have been no leſs mark'd out for the 
Imitation, than their Magnificence has been 
the envy, their Dominion the admiration of 
ater ages? Or, Was the foundation of all 
this greatneſs really laid 1 - Religion? , 
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I anſwer, that it would carry me beyond 


the bounds of a diſcourſe of this nature to 


trace out diſtinctly the riſe and progreſs of 
irreligion and immorality among the Romans, 
in the order mention d by St Paul. — it has 
been done at large by other hands a. 

Give me leave however to obſerve, that the 
dexterity of Atheiſm and Irreligion is ſhewn in 
nothing more, than in diverting men's indig- 
nation confeſſedly due to Vice, by ſome phan- 
tom of an excellence preſented to the ima- 
gination in the ſtead of Virtue. Thus are 
our imaginations taught to cover over the 
Miſeries and Vices of the Individuals of that 
mighty Empire by the picture of Proſperity 
and Greatneſs confeſſedly applicable to it in 


it's collettive capacity. But as flouriſhing an 


appearance as it carried in this reſpect, yet 
few Hiſtories will afford us a larger ſeries of 
tumults and ſeditions, or more frequent in. 
ſtances of oppreſſion,” even at thoſe times 
when it's Liberty and Glory ſeem'd' beſt eſta- 
bliſhed, — Let us then, as we are often called 
upon, with awful reverence, if You pleaſe, 
reflect upon the Majeſty of Rome; Let us 
view the ſplendor of it's mighty Empire, and 


— 
7 


4 Conr, Adami cit. ap. wolkan ad loc. 
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that deluge of Wealth, which flowed into it 
fom every Quarter: But let us on the other 
hand acknowledge, how little ſafety that en- 
ned Conſtitution in fact afforded to the beſt 
Citizens? How unable to protect him, who 
if ever Rome afforded one) was certainly the 
Parent of bis Country, how childiſhly frantick 
n the. baniſhment of Cicero, how ſervile as 
ell as fickle in his reſtoration'! Let us con- 
ider likewiſe the immediate ſupport of that 
utional ſplendor, which provokes our envy, 
that it was not the wealth ariſing from the 
ir arts of honeſt Induſtry, but the Spoils of 
de whole Univerſe beſides, Let the Admirer 
tereof be asked, whether He himſelf would 
rilingly contribute his ſhare, his life and for- 
une, towards erecting anew that magnifi- 
ent Empire? — if not — let him own, that 
ls reverence of that name of dignity, a R- 
nan Senate, is founded on the ſecret wiſh, 
that He himſelf could have been one of the 
Number, and come in for his ſhare of the 
Dominion and Spoils: When he draws invi- 
dous parallels between Our Conſtitution and 
his of which we are ſpeaking, Let him acknow-. 
edge, that it is not that of Rome, which he 
rally approves, but the circumſtances of his 
Zondition in his own, which he diſlikes, 
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In ſhewing the connection between Immo. 


rality and Trreligion from Hiſtorical fact we 


are undes great diſadvantages. A Chriſtian 
Writer, it ſeems, is a Party concerned, and 
thought by the Atheiſt to be under that in. 
fatuation, which it is his glory to have avoid. 
ed. Nay, the judgment of an Heathen Hi. 
ſtorian likewiſe is frequently ſet aſide and in- 


validated by his giving into the accounts of 


prodigies &c. However, it happens forty. 
nately upon the preſent queſtion, that this 
truth is confirmed by a Writer, whoſe judi. 
ciouſneſs of reflection has always given him 
recommendation to the ſtudent in civil policy, 


I mean Thucydider ; who a expreſſy refers that 


Licentiouſneſs of every kind, that Voluptuoul: 
neſs, Idleneſs and Outrage, which prevaild 2 
mong the Athenians for a time, to a violent 
ſhock which had been given to their belief of 
a Divine Providence, from obſerving the in- 
diſcriminate calamities, which happen'd equal- 


Iy to them, that worſhipped the Gods, and 


thoſe that worſhipped them not. -- And where- 
ever we ſuppoſe the foundation of ſuch dil 
affection and diſloyalty toward Go p to lye, 
the conſequences of it will always be the 


4 


1 


— 


# Thucyd. L. 2. 5. 53, 
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ſame; 


Ka 1 


fame: Nay they are likely to be more dan- 
gerouſly licentions, when men's paſſions have 
deen rouſed into a rebellion againft Gop by 


1d the wanton arts of Ridicule, — when Gayety 
u. hath as it were fluſh'd them with ſacceſs, than 
d. ¶ where the edge of Appetite hath loſt it's keen- 


eſs, where the paſſionate part of us is in a 
manner diſpirited, and ſunk under the weight, 
or apprehenſion of calamities. 

From the ſame Hiſtorian a let me cite ano- 
ther character, which may deſerve the con- 
fderation of ſome of our Aupazzy, our Refi: 
ner in matters of Religion, who are for de- 
livering over by banter and ridicule to an un- 
thinking populace, what they modeſtly appre- 
bend to be the eſtabliſhed errors of their 
country. — Mlcibiader, it ſeems, had juſt learnt 
enough from the excellent inſtructions of So. 
rates to diſcern, that there was ſomething 
rery wrong in the religious inſtitutions of 
Athens, but not enough to ſettle his own 
thoughts upon a ſurer and more rational foun- 
dation. — The little reſtraint, which Superſti- 
Lon might give, (and ſome at leaſt it always 
„ill give) being now removed, the tranſition 
c became eaſy i into a courſe of laicirioulan and 
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4 Thucyd L. 6. $. 15, 16. 
5 ; | de- 
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debauchery a. With a plauſible air of aſſurance 
we may ſuppoſe him exulting at the head o 
the profligate Youth, and corrupting their 
morals; now carrying on his political ſchemes 
under the ſhew of piety b, and ſoon after fore 
moſt in giving affront e to the object of hi 
Country- men's religious veneration.— 
Councils of ſtate none more d pathetical in 
expreſſions of Love to his Country, or more 
aſſiduous to work himſelf. up to the helm of 
Government, by complaints of miſmanage 
ment and male-adminiſtration, But no ſooner 
has he the chagrin to receive a check in hi 
ambition, but we, find him equally e buſy | 
ſowing the ſeeds of ruin to his Country, com 
paſſing Sea and Land to make an enemy a 
gainſt it, and himſelf deeply engaged in all 
the arts of treachery. - 

His great abilities gave him Joubtlef much 
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4 Zururioſus, diſſolutus, libidinoſur, intomper ans. Corn. Nep. in vi 
Alcib. c. 1. b In domo ſud myfleria facere dicebatur, quod nefas era 
more Athenienſium ; idque non ad religionem ſed ad conjurationem per 
tluere exiffimabatur. c. 2. c Quod ſacra violaſiet, reum ſecerunt. c. 
& Thucyd, L. 6. $. 53. & 61. d Orat, cont, Niciam. e Lac 
damonem demigravit, Fic (ut ipſe predicare aafows) non adverſ 
patriam, ſed adverſus inimicos ſuos bellum geſtit, — Traque hujus conſi 


4% Lacedemonii Deceleam in Auicd munierunt, prefidioque ibi poſuo i wide 
obſidione Athenas tenuerunt, Ejuſdem opera Toniam à ſocietate avi! F ty 
( 


terum Athenienſinm c. 3. & Thuc, L. 6. 5. 91. & L. 8. 5. 12. &c. 
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drantage in advancing his Country's wel- 
Jie; But how dangerous are great abilities, 
ninfluenc d and unſupported by a good prin- 
Wile | Like poiſonous drugs judiciouſly ap- 
lied in Medicine, they have indeed by the 
iretion of Providence ſometimes given a 
En turn in favour of national wel- 
but in ordinary uſe they muſt be fa- 
i the good principles and pious diſ- 
n of the generality, that, like whole. 
bne common food, alone can be depended 
won to give laſting health and vigour to a, 
utional conſtitution, 
| believe I may ſafely leave this queſtion 
Fact, whether Irreligion be not productive 
| Immorality, in theſe times, to Your own 
blervation. We find that dying Criminals 
let bitterly upon their habitual abuſe of 
ut portion of time, which ſhould be conſe- 
ited to Gop's more immediate honour and 
ice, Hither they refer the ſource and 
ring of all their wickedneſs. —— Nor let 
e ſimplicity of theſe confeſſions preclude 
from conſidering the real truth which they 
Intain. In thoſe, whom the liberal hand of 
widence hath releaſed from the painful ne- 


fity of procuring their daily bread by the 


rat of their brow, ſuch robbery of Go » 
is 
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minds of men of exalted Station, tho' th 
crimes which follow ſuch corruption fall nc 
under the ſtroke of civil Juſtice. Indeed th 


And if of eaſy fortune, he is certainly unde 


and affected condeſcenſion to ſoften the re 
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is doubly. criminal: For they can have n 

plea for perverting this ſeaſon to the wa 
I of their diverſions. Nor is the prc 
fane neglect leſs dangerous in corrupting th 


irreligious man for his own ſake will ende; 
vour to make a compoſition with the Worl 
for his vices by the ſhew of ſome virtue, th 
he can practiſe at little expence to himſe| 


leſs temptation to be injurious to others, an 
has great advantages by acts of beneficenc 


ſentment and cenſure of thoſe about hi 
But what proviſion has his Virtue within it 
ſelf? Where do we ever find him backwar 
at an immorality, to which a real temptatio 
calls him onward ? 

Nor let our imaginations be too much ſtruc 
with the recrimination of our Adverſaries, th: 
Religion is in fact by no means an effectu 
remedy for the diſorders complained of. 
truly good man may indeed fall from hi 
own ſtedfaſtneſs, but what is the occaſion © 
his falling? what elſe, but his neglect © 


tain God i in his knowledge ? We confels th 
weak 
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jeakneſs of our nature, Chriſtianity conſtant- 
reminds us of it: It indulges neither our 
both nor our humour, but calls in both the 
errors and mercies of Gop, to quicken our 


ly in all our ways. 
And here it is worth Your notice, wich when 
liingenuity and unfairneſs, the Adyocate for 
religion is apt to ſtate the queſtion, when 
attempts to convince his Reader, that A- 
deiſm is no bar to a Man's merit or virtue. 
Jou will find it taken for granted *, that 


und, that the Chriſtian is a meer compoſt- 
ton of paſſion, falſe-zeal, gloomy diſcontent 
u himſelf, and illnature towards others. — 
Now as it is certain, that the Advocates for 


« Differt. II. on T Sec. 5. 10, enlarges upon the reflefions; 
—— Which is the better inſtructor, He who has ſtore of 
Fath, but wants Virtue and abounds not in good ſenſe ; or 
fe who wants the firſt, but abounds in knowledfe and the 
les of righteouſneſs ? — In China the Mandarin have no Re- 
Ifion at all — the Bong or Prieſts are vicious, ſordid, baſe, 
jad void of every virtue, — againſt this Monarchy ſet the 

e's Dominions. — Make a compariſon between two particu- 
ts, a Heathen guided by Reaſon, and a Chriſtian by paſſion 
nd falſe-zeal, — The good ſenſe of an Atheiſt is preferable 
w the miſtakes of a on Chriſtian, — See «ſo CharaQteriſticks 


im, 
D that 


nduſtry to live ſoberly, righteoully, and; ho- 


pod ſenſe, probity and benevolence are u- 
lited in the irreligious man; on the other 


neligion are by no means remarkable for 
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that benevolence, which they would ſeem to 
praiſe, ſo in general, the plauſibleneſs of the 

Atheiſt, | and the unſeemlineſs of the Chri. 
| tian may be accounted for from ſuch other 


circumſtances, as I have already hinted at, 
without bringing Religion into the caſe, It 


is therefore a preſumption, as void of mo- 


deſty as of truth, not to ſuppoſe at leaſt an 
equal ſhare of natural and acquired endow. 
ments in the Chriſtian as in the Atheiſt; And 
upon that ſuppoſition, I have above aff ign d 
the reaſons, why Religion will in all likely. 
hood turn the ſcale of merit much in favour 
of the former. 

And as for thoſe Debaucheribs 150 Cruel. 
ties, which have been practiſed in Popiſb 
Countries, where our Adverſaries ſeem to 
talk as if Religion was carried even to an ex- 
treme, and therefore might ſeem to promiſe 


a moſt abſolute controll of the whole ſet of 


vicious paſſions —— The objection in truth 
ſtands thus — Falſe and unreaſonable notions 
of God will be ineffeQual to prevent; nay, 
in many caſes ſtrongly promote what is vi- 
cious and immoral, and therefore true and 
worthy thoughts ' mult do ſo likewife : -— 4 


form of godlineſs may be had without any 


benefit derived to > the moral character, and 
thers- 
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therefore the reality is of no power to purge 
the Conſcience, and ate it wig of of- 
ſence, 41fy 4 
But further, Let us trace Firs the 1 
ces of habitual debauchery and cruelty uſual- 
y cited upon. theſe occaſions, and we ſhall 
zenerally find circumſtances enough to prove, 
that the diſcredit is brought upon Religion 


j. 
n Mby ſome pretended deſerter from the camps 
„Jof ungodlineſs, who becomes all things to e- 
4 Wrcry man, who will even put on the garb 
4nd attire of Religion, that he may deſtroy 
the more. — It ſhould therefore be remem- 


ber d, that the Antidote, which we are pro- 
poſing as preventiye of Immorality, is not a 
lanctified aſpect, a preciſe geſture, or meer 


„iiduity at the forms of Devotion, but the 
o ral retaining of God in men's knowledge, — So 
hat the pains, which the E Enemies of Religion 
e re fo frequently pleaſed to give themſelves, 
oo draw forth the ſanctified Villain from his 
n cCell, and the ſarcaſmg utter d upon theſe oc- 


on Religion, are all vain, and fall beſide the 
mark: Tis really proclaiming the very truth 
| have been illuſtrating, and youching it 
2 inſtances * from amongſt them- 


y elves, | * 
d i | III. But 


aſions with ſo much ſprightlineſs of Satyr 
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there great need that theſe ſeeds of religio 


the device of Stateſmen on account of 
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III. But ckelt 1 A obſerve farther, that face 
Religion is a habit, and tho the farmiſes ones | 
natural conſcience ſuggeſt both that God ex 
iſts, and is not far from every one of us, yet ig all 


be duly cultivated, and that our diſpoſitio 
towards it be ſtrengthen d and improved. 
- To prevent the miſchiefs of Irreligion, th . 
Wiſdom of our Legiſlature hath added th in 


Sanction of a civil Eftabliſhment to Chriſtia min 


nity, and thereby provided the remedy « 
publick Inſtitution and Inſtruction for all on! e 
n and degrees of Men. | 

Here again, we cannot help obſervi 
upon the double-dealing of our Adverſaries 
In one breath they ſhall deny Religion to belt 


of any ſervice. at all in finiſhing the uſeff avi 


character in civil life; and in the next, u 
ſhall have them reſolving all Religion int bid. 


eminent degree, in which it approves itſeſſſ or 


fubſervient to promote that regularity and oi is D 


der, which is requiſite to civil happineſs, an ſpirit 
which the terror of human Laws is 3 ery | 
w eure. 

When, or how far it may Wi proper for tis. 9 
civil Magiſtrate to interpoſe with judicial p- = b 


valties t to vindicate the honour of theſe Laws. c. 1. 
Al 
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ind more es pecially to reſtrain the overflow- 
hos of Ungodlineſs „ muſt be left to thoſe 
hoſe Province it is. So difficult it may be 
þ aſcertain particular caſes with preciſion and 
curacy, — ſo much may be plauſibly urged 
n favour of free and impartial debate upon 
ligions matters, that we cannot but ac- 
howledge it to be commendable in a Judge 
p imifate the lenity of the Law which he 
jiminiſters, and to allow to every man the 
uctuary and protection due to Innocence 
ill evident proof ſhall extort the ſentence 
f condemnation. —— a benefit, which our 
lnſtitution intends ſhould be univerſal, and 
ich can not be ſuperſeded without ma- 
feſt hazard to thoſe that are truly good 
ad virtuous! — But ſtill the Law, conſidered 
the Voice of our Country, authoritatively 
bidding all * Blaſphemy againſt God, Chri- 
unity and the Holy Scriptures ; b All profana- 
n or neglect of Gop's Ordinances, his © Name, 
bs Day, his Worſhip, moſt certainly breaths. 
ſpirit, wherewithal it ſhould be the glory of 
ery true loyer of his Country to animate 


— 


— 


«St. 9. 5 Will. III. c. 32. & St. 1 Edw. VI. c. t. St. 
Wiz. c. 1. c St. 3 Jac. I. c. 21. St. 13 Car. II. c. 9. St. 6. & 7. 


. III. c. 11. d St. 29 Car. II. c. 7. e St. 1 Eliz. c. 2. St. 23. 
u. c. 1. St. 3 Jac, I. 3. 4. St. 1 W. & M. Seſſ. 1. c. 18. 
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himſelf, Let the Law in theſe matters b 
conſidered either as the injunction of a 7; 
rent, or the counſel of a Friend; in theſe viey 
ſhall we be led to reſent with all the indig 
nation, that the Communion of civil ſociety 
can admit, every inſult that is offered to Re 
ligion; We ſhall inflict the penalty of di 
grace and infamy upon all ſuch endeayour, 
to ſeduce: others into irreligion and profane 
neſs,” as indeed artfully evade the animadver i nes 
ſion of Law, and yet officiouſly make bare 
their malignity before the tribunal of private 
Judgment, — Let men of approved charater 
and fincere diſpoſitions towards Religion be 
but reſolute enough to forego the praiſe of 
being good-natured companions ; that is, in the 
preſent caſe, of being ſo mild as to bear in-WTumes 
fulting, ſo polite as never to contradict, andy 
ſo complaiſant as to join in what they dohrit « 
condemn: Let them but avow their real ſenſe {ut t 
of Religion, and their declaration might pro- Ide ſa 
bably retrieve it to it's due influence upon ere 


men's lives, and preſerve their Country as re- ſte ex 
ſpectable for the Moral Virtues of it's inha-ter « 
bitants, as it is envied for it's Wealth, Do- Wt aut 
minion, and happy Conſtitution, _ -N. 
But alaſs! what regard for true praiſe, the 
praiſe of being good men, is uſually found Y 
er | in reis 1 


EF 
thoſe, who are loft to a ſenſe of Religion ö 
nd what foundation have we of ſecuring to 
ur poſterity even thoſe temporal bleſſings, 
ich are the glory of our times, if we throw 
our pretenſions to thoſe virtues, which 
Mme can give them ftability? The Vices, 
ich threaten Us, carry indeed a vel 
ured aſpect, and by the help of ſome civil 
mes whereby with too much indulgence We 
apt to call them, viz, Liberty, Generaſty, 
Wantry, and Pleaſure, are becoming Epide- 
cal. But will their warmeſt Advocate ven- 
re to enſure us againſt the natural effects 
\ Licentiouſneſs , Extravagance and Luxury, 
Imdneſs and Ialeneſs? (for theſe are their real 
nes) — Can he not ſee that there is gene- 
ly at the bottom of all this a contracted 
ſirit of Selfiſhneſs? and can he flatter himſelf 
tit theſe vices will not terminate here in 
he ame rapine, oppreſſion and confuſion, as 
Here viſible in the decay of Roman grandeur, 
he example whereof is uſually cited upon o- 
ter occaſions, and that with great efficacy 
b authorize the indulgence of a vitious taſte 3 
— No. -— The Irreligious man has ſuffered 
limſelf to be wrought into an opinion, that 
his World is his portion, and that his buſi- 
teſs is to take his paſtime therein; And if 
the 
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from the vicious examples an; 


the inſtruments of pleaſure do not fail him. 
ſelf; (and rather than they ſhall fail him, He 
is ready to barter away all pretenſions to Li. 


berality and Juſtice)- He departs i in peace, and 


leaves poſterity to feel the conſequences. 
Such friendſhip of the World muſt be en- 


| mity with Gop: And it is much to the honour 


of the Clergy to have ſuch deftroyers of na. 
tional welfare generally for their Enemies, ne- 


ver for their Friends: In conſequence where. 


of i it rarely happens, but that the way of their 


Exhortations to ſobermindedneſs i is forecloſed 


by evil report and miſrepreſentation. — But 
at preſent, the complaint of diſſoluteneſs of 


prineiple and licentiouſneſs in practice is by 
no means peculiar to the Clergy, tis gene- 


ral; And the effects thereof are either actually 
felt, or anticipated in the apptehenſions of e- 
very Parent, that has affection enough to be 
ſollicitous for his Childrens welfare, and ſent 
enough to obſerve upon what paſſes in the 
World, — What dangers are likely to encom 
paſs them at their firſt ſetting out in life 
injurious treat 
#temptations wil 


ment of others, —— Wh. 


invite them to waſte away their ſubſtance i 
riotous living, — to decline from the open 


road of induſtry and frugality, and thereb 
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de reduced to the unhappy dilemma, either 
to — out ſome by- path to wealth and great- 
neſs, or to languiſſi away in poverty and diſ- 
grace. And what expedient has ever been 
(eviſed ſufficient to carry men through theſe 
1-Wtemptations, but the Ab W and loye 
rWMof Goo? 
lt is to be hoped eherlite, that neither 
Je flattery nor the repicaclies of our Ene- 
e. Inies will be ever able to ſeparate Religion 
tom Learning in the inſtitutions of this. place. 
ſoſſible indeed it is- for them to ſubſiſt in a 
tate of Separation; But as it muſt always 
dove dangerops to the cauſe of true Reli- 
non to ſtand diveſted of the ſuccours of 
learning, and eſpecially to have it for it's 
drerfary, unleſs ſupported by ſuch miracu- 
bus interpoſition as aſſiſted the firſt preach- 
rs of the Goſpel, ſo nothing can threaten 
b much danger to the true welfare and inte- 
eſts of mankind, as Learning when at enmity 
ith or detach'd from Religion : It is a wea- 
jon. that mankind can much better ſpare 
om among themſelyes, than have it lodged 
I hands that will miſapply it. — Call it nar- 
wing the minds of Youth, and damping it's | 
Iirightlineſs ! — But what is the end of all 
ws human and divine but to direct the ig- 
E. norance 


fre] 


norance, to ch the ſallies, and controll th 


| licentious efforts of unruly ſpirits * — Th 


vretchedneſs of Party- zeal, the know ledg 
of the World, an acquaintance with it's fo 
lies and vices, will ſoon enough, alaſs ! to 
ſoon obtrude themſelves. upon us in eve 

ſcene of publick life. But if the happinel 
of individuals does in moſt caſes, as the try 
intereſt of the publick always does depen 
upon perſonal virtues, how commendable i 

that inſtitution, which impreſſes a biaſs tc 
wards what is lovely and of good report? 

biaſs! equally laſting in it's duration, as er 
tenſive in it's influence upon our Condud 
publick as well as private; at once ſecurin 
the man of buſineſs in the ways of diligenc 
and probity, the Patriot in his Integrity, an 
the Subject in his Loyalty. 


The preſent critical juncture of our National 


affairs might naturally enough lead me to en 


large my exhortations, did This Place want an 
exhortation, upon the excellence and advantag 
of theVirtues I have juſt been mentioning. 
That Honeſty, Diligence and Contentmen 
in our ſtations is the beſt Policy, is a maxin 
verified by general experience; and it is 


intere 


row 
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maxim more particularly adapted to the cirhe ſt 


cumſtances of a learned retirement. 
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As to the other Duties, which we more 
immediately owe our Country and our King, 
the preſent is a Seaſon, in which it would 
be a falſe modeſty, even in the mildeſt dif- 
poſition, — it would be giving ſpirit and vigour 
o an inſolent Enemy, not to declare our- 
ſelyes with openneſs. — Bat, whatever ſcope it 
night afford an Orator to paint the reſtleſs- 
eſs of that ambitious Monarchy, whoſe Glo- 
y it has conſtantly been to ſquander away 
he blood and fortunes of it's Subjects in 
liſturbing the peace of it's Neighbours, and 
enlarging the field of it's Oppreſſions, It would 
e affronting to the bravery of any Engliſb. 
inan to ſuppoſe: him capable to be deluded 
by any ſpecious promiſes from that Quarter, 
Wor diſmay'd by it's threatnings. — It would 
de no leſs affronting to the Underſtandings 
of You that hear me, was I to ſappoſe You. 
nſenfible of that cloſe and intimate union, 
rhich there is between our moſt valuable 
ntereſts and the continued poſſeſſion of tze 
rown of theſe Realms; in the ſacred Perſon 
ind Auguſt Houſe of his preſent Majeſty. 
Ler me then leave the conſideration of 
eſe Duties inforced upon Your minds by 
he ſtrong and powerful principle of a Reli- 
your Fear, the Oath of God that is upon us; 
. | Let 


126 


Let our des be directed awed to tha 


tribunal, where every one of us ſhall be finally 
impleaded for what we have docs in the body 
whether it be good or evil. 
Let us in view of that ate ak baia 
continually ſet God before ur, and regulate 
our behaviour as in all it's parts open to his 
all- ſeeing Eye ; conſider in every thing that 
we do or think, as the Apoſtle adviſes, that" 
the * Judge ſtandeth before the door. Happy will 
he be, whoſe prudence can at every inſtant of 
performing an action anticipate the view in 
which Reflection will preſent it afterwards; 
who makes it his endeavour to cheriſh ſuch 
a ſenſe of .God' upon his mind, as neithet 
to tempt him to withdraw his Grace in this 
World, nor his Mercy i in chat —_ is #0 
come 
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